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IF YOU FIND A BABY BIRD: 
If it appears uninjured, has a short tail but is mostly feathered, can hop, perch, 
and fly for short distances, leave it alone.  Parents will take care of it if you keep a 
safe distance from it.  Do not feed it or give it water. 
 
CALL THE NEAREST WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTER IF THE BIRD: 

• is obviously injured i.e., you can see blood, a bone sticking out, if a wing is 
at a strange angle or drooping , if it is falling to one side or shivering,  
 has been injured by a cat or dog 

• is an adult bird and cannot fly, runs into objects when it tries to fly, falls 
over to one side  

• Is a baby bird, is too young to be out of the nest and cannot be put back 
into the nest  

      IF YOU FIND A HUMMINGBIRD: 
      Do not lift a baby hummingbird from a natural nest.  Their legs may get caught     
      and break.  Keep it in the nest if you can.  To prevent legs from being caught, use  
      paper towels or tissue in a container, not cloth. 
 
      IF YOU HAVE TO TRANSPORT A BIRD: 
      Never feed or give it water  *  Place bird in a sturdy bag, shoe box or cardboard  
      box preferably with a cloth or towel  *  Make holes in the box  *   Secure the box  
      shut  *  Keep it in a quiet place  *  Keep it away from cats and dogs   *   Keep it in a  
      place that is not too hot or too cold.   
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